
 
 
 

• Classifications AA and A are assigned to waters used as a source of drinking water;

• Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming and other contact recreation, but not for
drinking water;

• Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and suitable for non-contact activities;

• Classification D is the lowest classification and reflects a best use for fishing.
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Surface Water Resources
The  Surface Water  Resources maps show the abundance of  surface water resources in Putnam 
Valley.  It is easy to see  why it is called the “Town of Lakes.”  The lakes, streams,  and wetlands  offer 
improved water quality  and wildlife habitat, with  benefits to the Town as well as recreational 
opportunities and scenic beauty.  The map also shows potential sources of contamination and their 
proximity to water  features.  These facilities, such as Petroleum Bulk Storage  and  Chemical Bulk 
Storage  sites, can leak or rupture and contaminate  nearby streams or lakes.

New York State preserves and protects lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams through Article 15 (Title 5) of 
the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL)1. The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation created the Protection of Waters Regulatory Program to prevent undesirable activities on 
water bodies by establishing and enforcing regulations that are compatible with the preservation, 
protection, and enhancement of water resources. All waters of the State are provided a formal class and 
standard designation based on existing or expected “best use” of each water or waterway segment as 
follows: 

Waters with the classifications A, B, and C may show “(T)”, indicating the potential to support a trout 
population, and/or “(TS)”, indicating the potential to support trout spawning. Special requirements 
apply to these waters and a Protection of Waters Permit is required for disturbing the bed or banks of a 
stream with a classification of AA, A, B, C(T) or C(TS). Disturbance may be temporary or permanent 
in nature. Examples of activities requiring this Permit include placement of structures in or across a 
stream, fill placement for bank stabilization or to isolate a work area, excavations for gravel removal or 
as part of a construction activity and lowering stream banks to establish a stream crossing. 

The  Surface Water Resources map shows that only Class A streams feed Wiccopee Reservoir, which 
supplies water to the City of Peekskill.  These streams are likely designated Class A by virtue of 
feeding a water-supply reservoir  s            . Most of the rest of the streams are either B or C. The
large c reeks — Peekskill Hollow Creek , Canopus Creek, and several of th eir larger tributaries — 
support trout and trout spawning, also indicating  good water quality and excellent recreational
opportunities. See the Stre am   Habitat  and Aquati c  Con neectixtvity   section of t his N RI  for additi onal
informat ion on stre am hab itat valu es. Federal a nd State documented  wetlands  are shown on the      
Sur  face Waters Resources maps. Wetlands occupy a small portion of t e ands cape but provide
enormous ecological functions when c ompared to most up and h abitats

2. These ecological and
economic benefits include water quality improve ment , stream flow maintenance, flood attenuation,
erosion contro l , a  nd habitat protection. Accurate mapping of the wetland resources is critical to
protecting  t hem from fill and degradation, and to maintain their important ecosystem services.
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Many NYSDEC-regulated wetlands in the Town occur in the valleys along the mainstems of the larger
watercourses and in broad depressions adjacent to lakes and ponds. Many NWI-mapped wetlands
occur in smaller basins, such as headwater wetlands higher in elevation, and in small fringe wetlands
around lakes or in riparian areas of streams.

             
              

                 
            

             
             

      
              

             
              

                
             

                
              

              
              
              

Bulk storage facilities are a potential source of pollution to waterbodies if they leak or rupture. Many
of the PBS facilities in Putnam Valley are located near streams, wetlands, vernal pools and lakes; a
leak or spill into a waterbody can have severe ecological and water-quality consequences.
Likewise, salt storage facilities can contribute sodium and chloride to waterbodies, raising salinity to
levels detrimental to aquatic plants, fish, insects, and other macroinvertebrates. Most salt runoff does
not come from storage facilities but from runoff from road salt used to keep roads safe and passable in
winter. The salt storage facilities in the Town are not located near watercourses.

              
              

 

The Surface Waters Resources maps show wetlands mapped by the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service under the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) program. NWI wetlands maps are non- 
regulatory maps that provide information about the extent, distribution, and characteristics of wetlands
as determined through remote-sensing and photo interpretation. Wetlands larger than 0.1 acre with a
perennial hydrologic connection to navigable waters are federally protected under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act, which prohibits discharge of dredge or fill into waters of the United States without a
permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers3.

Putnam Valley also regulates wetlands, watercourses, and water bodies to prevent their degradation
and loss, and to preserve the invaluable services these resources provide. The Town regulates wetlands
of 0.5 acre or larger. Wetlands have a protective buffer of 100 feet, perennial streams have a 100-foot
buffer, and intermittent watercourses and streams have a 50-foot buffer. Dredging, filling, erecting
structures, and altering hydrology are among the activities that are prohibited under this regulation
without a permit from the Town3. The Putnam County Freshwater Wetland and Watercourse Map
shows the approximate locations of Town-regulated wetlands.
Point-source threats to the lakes, ponds, wetlands, and watercourses are shown on the Surface Water
Resources maps. The location of Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) and Chemical Bulk Storage (CBS)
facilities and the Town salt storage facilities are shown. The NYSDEC defines petroleum bulk storage
as one or more tank systems designed to store 1,100 combined gallons or more of petroleum in
aboveground and/or underground storage tanks; or one or more underground tank systems designed to
store 110 or more gallons of petroleum5. The NYS Bulk Storage Database6 shows 22 PBS facilities in
Putnam Valley. The NYSDEC defines chemical bulk storage as 185 or more gallons of hazardous
materials aboveground, and any amount below ground7. While the Bulk Storage Database has no CBS
facilities registered in Putnam Valley, the map shows one CBS facility just outside the Town’s
southeast border, located on Lake Shore Drive near Lake Secor in the Town of Carmel.

Non-point sources such as fertilizer runoff and septic systems also threaten lakes, ponds, wetlands ,
vernal pools, and watercourses. These threats are discussed in the Soil Drainage Classes section of
the NRI.

Wetlands regulated by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
under the Freshwater Wetlands Act, Article 24, are also shown on the map. Under this Act, NYSDEC
regulates activities in freshwater wetlands 12.4 acres or larger (and a few smaller wetlands of unusual
local importance) and 100-foot adjacent buffer areas to prevent or minimize impairment of wetland
functions. Almost any activity that may adversely impact the natural values of these wetlands or
adjacent areas is regulated4, 8.
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